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Rap Music That

SUMMARY: Ami i

MUSIC

Guns

, some musicians

have been wri_ting songs about crime from the perpetrator’s view

ers. Critics say such actions ar

and i s
ineiponsible and promote violence. quicians call such views unfair

and say their work just

i di can relate to.

’/ I got a shotgun, and here’s
the plot
Takin’ niggers out with a
flurry of buckshot
Boom boom boom, yeah, I was gunnin’
And then you look, all you see is niggers
runnin’
And fallin’ and yellin’ and pushin’ and
screamin’ and cussin’
I step back, and I kept bustin’ . . .
\ — “Gangsta Gangsta,” by
the rap group N.W.A.

At a time of rampant drug-related kill-
ing in American cities, a handful of rap
musicians have chosen to pose with auto-
matic weapons and pump-action shotguns
for their album covers, or to rap about crime
and violence from a perpetrator’s point of
view, often with brutal vividness.

Had to buck him down with

~
my 9mm . . .

He reached for his pistol but it was just

a waste
’ cause my 9mm was up against his face . . .
_Ei‘sten to my 9mm go “Bang!”

[ knew a crack dealer by the
name of Peter

Some people believe that songs like
“My 9mm Goes Bang” by the South Bronx
rap group Boogie Down Productions glo-
rify gangsterism. Rappers insist that tha
are merely deser®- -

Bang” sound like a lullaby, as in the wildly
profane title cut from the album “Straight

F When I'm called off, I got a
bodies are hauled off . . .

Outta Compton.” N.-W.As Ice Cube an-
sawed-off
AK-47 is the tool

nounces himself in no uncertain terms:
Squeeze the trigger and
Don’t make me act a [expletive] fool.

“We call ourselves underground street

&7 CE i

Stagolee started out, he give
his wife his han’,

“Good-by, darlin’, I'm goin’

to kill a man.”

Stagolee killed a man an’ laid him on de

flo’,

What's dat he kill him wid? Dat same ole

| fohtyfo’.

| Stagolee killed a man an’ laid him on his
side,

What's dat he kill him wid? Dat same ole
Jfohty-five.

Out of house an’ down de street Stagolee |
did run,

In his hand he held a great big smokin’

un.
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